Sunday School Manual


LESSON 1
Discovering Your Purpose in the Kingdom
BIBLE PASSAGE:  Jeremiah 1:4-10
MEMORY VERSE:  “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5).

INTRODUCTION

What is the purpose of life? Why are you here? Philosophers have speculated on these questions for years.  Why do you have certain talents, gifts and opportunities? Why are you the way you are? You are unique and separate. Why is that so? Why do you have the tastes that you do? Why are you in this church now?

The purpose of your life is far beyond you. Look outside of yourself; look at God.  He made you; you didn’t make yourself.

SEVEN THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT A PURPOSE
1. Where there is no purpose, there is no self-discovery and no breakthroughs in life (Proverbs 19:21).  There are only superficial assignments.  Being successful and discovering your purpose in life are different and separate.

2. Discovering your purpose is 50% success guaranteed. Life is all about letting God use you for His purpose (Romans 8:28).

3. When you identify your destination, you will discover your destiny (Jeremiah 29:11).  Your destiny will carry you to your destination.

4. Everything that has no purpose is subject to abuse (1 Corinthians 9:18).

5. Everything created by God has a purpose, whether they be birds, animals, water, angels, etc. (Genesis 1:28; Revelation 4:11).
6. Only human beings can destroy or hinder God’s purposes on the earth. He gave Man willpower, the power and freedom to choose freely (Genesis 3:22-24).

7. Without Man, God’s purpose on earth is greatly limited (Genesis 2:15; Ephesians 4:11-12).
PEOPLE WHO KNEW THEIR PURPOSES IN THE KINGDOM
Here are some Bible characters who discovered the specific purposes for their lives:
1. Joseph (Genesis 45:5-8)
2. Moses (Hebrews 11:24-26)

3. Bezaleel (Exodus 31:1-5; 38:22)
4. Samuel (1 Samuel 3:19-20)

5. Esther (Esther 4:14-16)

6. Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-10)

7. Ezekiel (Ezekiel 2:3-7)

8. John the Baptist (Luke 1:13-17; Matthew 3:1-3)

9. Paul (Romans 1:1)

10. The twelve disciples (Mark 3:14, 15)

CONCLUSION
God has a purpose for every life (2 Timothy 1:9).  It is extremely important that you discover the reason why God has placed you on this earth and fulfill that purpose.  It would be unfortunate to come to the end of your life, only to find out that you wasted it by majoring on things other than God’s purpose.  Seek Him today to reveal His plan and purpose for you.
QUESTIONS
1. Why is it important to know God’s purpose for your life?

2. What happens to anything that has no purpose?
3. If a person is successful, does that mean that he is fulfilling his life’s purpose? Why?
4. Name some Bible characters who knew their purposes, and explain how they allowed God to use them.

5. How do you plan to allow God to use you to fulfill His purpose in your life?[image: image1.png]
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